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DR. SAVITRI SHARMA

Dr. Savitri Sharma has established herself as a pioneering
and prolific researcher in the area of microbiology and eye diseases.
, She was born on 25th November 1953. She
| obtained her MBBS degree from Sambalpur
Univérsity in 1978 and MD degree in Medical
| Microbiology from Madras University in 1982.
She took the membership of the National
1 Academy of Medical Sciences/Diplomate of
National Board in 2000.

Dr. Sharma worked as a» Senior Resident at JIPMER
Pondichery from 1982 to 1984, as an Assistant Professor at
Kasturba Medical College, Manipal, Karnataka from 1984 to 1986,
as the Chief Microbiologist, Arvind Eye Hospital and Postgraduate
Institute of Ophthalmology, Madurai, Tamilnadu, and as Head of
Microbiology at L.V.Prasad Eye Institute, Hyderabad. Since 2006
Dr. Sharma has been working as Associate Director, L.V.Prasad

—ye Institute, Bhubaneswar.

During her research career spanning over 29 years,
Dr. Sharma has made tremendous contributions in the broad
domains of survey, diagnosis and treatment of eye infections of
different types. Her general research interests include ‘prevalence,
diagnosis, pathogenesis and treatment of eye infections caused
by bacteria, fungi, parasites and viruses’, ‘antibiotic susceptibility
of various microorganisms associated with eye infections’,
‘mechanisms of drug resistance in bacteria and fungi causing eye

infections’, ‘application of molecular methods in the diagnosis of
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eye infections’, ‘contact lens associated infections’ etc. She was
the first to detect and confirm the occurrence of Microsperidial
epidemic keratoconjuctivitis in Orissa. This drew the attention of

the entire world.

The research findings of Dr. Sharma and her associates
have been published in over 152 papers, 101 of which in
international journals. She has written chapters in 12 books. She
has successfully carried out 17 research projects, funded by
various agencies, either as chief investigator or co-investigator.
Besides being member of a large number of professional bodies,
she has been associated with a number of journals for editorial
work or review of papers. Her research credentials have earned
her a large number of honours and recognitions both at nationa

and international levels.

In humble recognition of the excellent research works ¢
Dr. Sharma, the Orissa Bigyan Academy is privileged to honot
her with the Samanta Chandra Sekhar Award in Life Science
for the year 2010. The Academy wishes her a more productive

healthy and long life.



